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A SERMON 10 CONTRABANDS. 


TEXT.—Ex. 32 : 26-29, ‘‘Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp 
and said, Who is on the Lord’s side? let him come untome. And all the 
sons of Levi gathered themselves together unto him. And he said unto 
them, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel. Put every man his sword by his 
side, and go in and out * * * and slay. * * Consecrate your- 
selves to-day to the Lord, * * that he may.bestow a blessing upon 
you this day.” k 


BeLovepD BretTaHrRen IN CuristT: | 

| God used to speak to his people by 
words. He now speaks by acts. He still speaks by the 
words of the Bible. By his acts he shows us, every time, 
just the words we are then to pick out of the Bible and to 
follow. You have just come out of slavery, and are bound 
‘for the promised land of freedom. Whether you shall go 
straight across, or shall be led around for forty years, or 
shall be sent back for four hundred years, is for you to say. 


’ If you will study the history of the Israelites, you will see . 


where they were not fit for Canaan, and why only two of 
them got'there. If you have no Bible, go to work, beg, 
starve, until you can get forty cents, and ask the chaplain 


to send to St. Louis and get you one.* Then read it, or get — 
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it read to you, until you know the whole story of the way + 


from vey to Canaan. - Get by heart Exodus and Deuter- 
onomy. ‘There you will see the reason why it took them 
forty years to make a journey of a few weeks. They were 
not fit to be the Lord’s freemen. They were slavish. They 
were lazy, fickle, greedy, sensual cowards. 

You have now come to the Red: Sea of freedom. Some 
say to you, “Stand still and see the salvation of the Lord. 





_* Twenty cents more will get you from the Tract Society the Songs of 
Zion with many of the best hymns and tunes. ; 
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The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.” 
Let, us pray.” The Lord says to such a one, (Ex. 14: 15) 
‘Wherefore criest thou unto me? Speak unto the children 
of Israel that they go forward.” There are those who 
‘“‘have not gone up into the gaps nor made” the breastwork 
‘for the house of Israel to stand in the battle fn the day of 
the Lord,” (Ez. 13:5,) who will cry, Peace, Peace. ‘There 
is no peace, saith the Lord, unto the wicked.” (Isa. 47:22.) 
“The Lord is a man of war.” (Ex. 15:3.) “The Lord of 
hosts is his name.” (Isa. 47:4.) “He teacheth” strong 
‘“‘hands to war and fingers to fight,” and uses them as “the 
rod of his anger,” “to break in pieces the oppressor.” To 
a true hero he says, “The Lord is with thee, thou mighty 
man of valor.” Abraham, “the friend of God,” has a 
Gideon’s band of three hundred trained men at home. 
(Gen. 14:14). He fights bravely to rescue his relations 
from slavery. God blesses him in the fight, and he sends 
Melchizedek, his own priest, to meet him and tell him so 
expressly, and to pronounce a special blessing upon him. 

In the text, the Levites were the first to gird on the sword 
and slay, and they were chosen the priests of the nation. 
In Num. 25:8, we are told that Phinehas, a Levite, used 
the sword, and God at once chose him and blessed him and 
his house as the high priests for that act. Moses was a 
fighter, and Joshua the greatest of generals. Israel, when 
good, were always the bravest and most successful fighters. 
When they forsook the Lord, they became cowards and 
slaves. When they repented, God sent them leaders to 
teach them to fight—-Deborah, Barak; Gideon, Samson, 
Jepthah, Saul, David and Ezra. 

But did not Christ refuse to fight? Certainly he did. 
He came to redeem the world. As God-man he did nothing 
but what was necessary to finish ¢i¢s work. He did nothing 
which human hands could do as well. Is it wrong to make 
' laws, to write books, to teach sciences, to raise families, be- 
» cause Christ did not do these things? Some say it is. 
Christ refused to be a king- when they sought even by force 
to make him one. Is it wrong to hold office? But Christ 
says, ‘“ Blessed are the peacemakers.” Certainly. And just 
now the quickest way to peace is the hardest fighting. The 
best soldiers are the best peacemakers. If they don’t make | 

eace for us we may have none for fifty years, like Mexico. 
If Christ had ruled a kingdom, would he have done it right, 
or wrong? He says, “My kingdom is not of this world. 
Tf my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants 
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jight.” (John 18:36. As Redeemer he had then one thing 
to do, and he did it. Now as King he does all things 
through his servants. Whatever they do, they do better for 
being his servants. Fighting they do a great deal better. 
_ Religion makes a man strong, skillful, patient, obedient, fear- 
less. It makes his spirit free, and helps him to see his own 
worth and rights, and secure them.  _ 

Wherever God has given men freedom they have fought 
for it. The best of fighters have often been the best men, 
and all the best men are good fighters when they fight at 
all. They have got it in them. Read Psalm 144, begin- 
ning, “Blessed be the Lord my strength, which teacheth 
my hands to war and my fingers to fight, * * who sub- 
dueth my people under me,” then invoking God’s help and 
judgments, that the blessings of peace may be enjoyed, and 
closing, ‘‘ Happy is that people that is in such a case; yea, 
happy is that people whose God is the Lord.” God speaks 
by acts, and he gives freedom to every people that fights for 
it, and fights hard enough, and to no, others. He thus says, ~ 
Freedom is to be had for fighting. | 

You now have a chance to get freedom by fighting for it ; 
and you can get no freedom worth having in any other way. 
Fighting is the business now going on here, and every man 
that isa man isa fighter. If you don’t fight now, there is 
no fight in you. There is no love of freedom or race in you. 
There is no manhood in you. There is no religion in you. 
You are supple cowards, and will be kicked about like span- 
iel dogs. If you will fight, you now have the best chance 
ever offered to any people. Two great nations are fighting 
over you, and you have only to help the stronger. Other 
nations are starving for the victory, and if you will help to 
win it they will welcome you to the brotherhood of nations — 
with tears of joy and shouts of gratitude. The one duty to 
which God plainly calls you as his servants is to fight ; — to 
fight to kill; to fight to die. The world looks on to see if 
there is the spirit of a man in you. Christ, the great Cap- 
tain of our salvation, waits to welcome to the freedom which 
he purchased with his blood, but will give you only when 
your blood is poured forth free as his. | 

But you say, ‘‘ We are despised and rejected as fighters 2” 
Of course you are. So yonare as anything else until you 
prove your title to it. All men are. Ifa man wants a posi- 
tion as doctor, lawyer, or mechanic, he must prove his 
claim to it. Indians are not wanted as slaves. If the Chi- 
nese are offered for sale, it must be proved that they will 
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bear to be kept ignorant, driven hard, fed on a little corn 
and bacon, and robbed of their wives and children, before 
they can be sold. There hath no temptation taken you but, 
‘such as is common to man. All owr fathers were under thés 
cloud and all passed through this sea, (2 Cor. 19:13 and 1). 
When David came to the camp, his brothers bid him go to 
work, and leave fighting to soldiers. Did he mind them ? 
Or did he take his sling and five smooth stones out of the 
brook in a shepherd’s bag, whech he had, (1 Sam. 17: 40) 
and go and meet Goliath, and compel the grateful nation to 
sing, “‘Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten. 
thousands”? When the young man Washington, with the 
Americans, joined Gen. Braddock’s English army, they and 
their advice and offers were despised and rejected. But 
when Braddock was killed and his army beaten, and Wash- 
ington was their only hope, it was another story. When 
this war began the South thought there was no fight in the 
North. They said, ‘We can whip the Yankees five to our 


one.” Now it is another story. Nobody else getsaname — 


for fighting until they earn it; why should you? 

But how shall we earn it if they won’t “give us a chance to 
fight? Ifyou had one hundred dollars and wanted to buy 
a watch, and the jeweller ordered you off as too shabby to 
be a customer, what would you do? “Just take out some — 
money and show him. He wants my money if he don’t 
want me.” Fight is wanted now more than gold. You 
have a great deal of it in you. Just show fight. No one 
doubts your strength, or endurance. But many do your 
skill and courage. Many think an army half blacks would 
be weaker than the white half alone. They say to arm you 
would arm the enemy, you would yield and give up so easi- 
ly. What did Washington and the Americans do in Brad- 
dock’s army. What did David do? He took things whech 
he had, and showed the fight that was in him. If you have 
any fight in you, show it! If this war ends without your 
showing it, you will be despised and trampled on ever after. 
Show it in your own way first, before you ask for Saul’s 
armor. Expect nothing till you earn it. 

You have a sharp eye, a quick ear, a fast walk, and can 
bear hunger. You can pick up news better than a white 
man. News is the most popular thing you can get. Getit - 
all. Besure to get it right and tell it first. Don’t let a 
guerilla, a spy, or a rebel band stir within your range, with- 
out your telling all about them. Do nothing rashly. Injure 
none but men. Jnjure only men engaged im the strife. You 


at 
will soon be most welcome, and worth your weight in gold 
in the camp. When you find a negro of true grit, get hold 
of him. Pour in the Bible heroes. Make a man of him. 
' Band together with all such. Adopt a badge—a red band 
—and say, ‘“‘ Where there’s hard work to be done we want 
half a chance. At anything, digging, scouting, watching, 
fighting, we RED BADGE MEN want a chance to see what a 
negro can do.” Organize all the freedmen. Choose rulers 
of tens and rulers of fifties, as Moses did. (Ex. 15: 385.) 
Many negroes drunk with the new wine of freedom are apt 
to strut, swagger, shirk and wallow, and they need attention. 
Africa now stretches forth her hands wnto God, and should 
live humbly and walk softly before him. Stop these things. 
See to it that each man does his full work; that he behaves 
like a man. You can attend to them much better than 
white officers. Keep under. the bad. Rouse up the good. 
Do your very best in all you do. Earn all you can. ' Save 
all you get. Buy good arms and practice with them. Prac- 
‘tice athletic games. Jump, run, throw, lift, swing, wrestle, 
butt, box, fence, shoot, drill, as hard and as often as you 
can. Strength, skill and endurance are just now greatly 
admired. You can show them, if you will, one thing at a 
time; you can get them in great measure. ve 

But you say, “We are abused so that we have no chance.” 
That’s the very reason for trying. Freshmen are abused in 
college; youngest apprentices in shops; green sailors on 
ships. Indian youths are abused until they have killed an 
enemy. That makes them jump the harder to get through 
the fire. A few years ago the Germans were abused in all 
our cities. Six months of war made them courted and 
admired. A few generations ago the white men were slaves 
and wore collars. They fought in the crusades and lost off 
their collars. Vow is your chance. “When thou hearest 
the sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees, then 
shalt thou hasten thyself, for then shall the Lord God go 
out before thee.” (2 Sam. 5:24.) Now if you will fight 
and earn your freedom, you will get it. And only thus, for 
r long as bad men exist they will trample on all who will 

ear it. 

But you say, “These men are so bad they treat us so 
shamefully we can’t get a fair start.””. Well now, are you 
going to let mean, cowardly, devilish men keep you down, 
when all good men wish you well? The world waits to see 
what you are good for, and God is-on your side. No other 
race has ever had so fair a chance. Listen each of you to 


' 
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the voice that says, ‘“ Be thou strong and of good courage, — 
and shew thyself a man.” The great question is about 
your courage. But you are full of fire if you only get 
started. Why don’t you.start? At the time of the insur- 
rection in South Carolina, the negroes went singing and 
shouting to the stake to be burned alive. Their comrades 
caught the flame. They got themselves accused and con- 
demned, that they might share the glory of martyrdom. 
The executions had to be stopped, lest the flame should 
spread throughout the South and burn all before it. Ever 
since the South have felt. that they were living on a slum- 
bering volcano, which made the beauty and fertility of their” 
land, but which might at any time turn it into a desert and 
a desolation. Let this fiery ardor be once more waked up 
and turned into channels of regular warfare, and made effi- 
cient by organization and discipline, and supported by the 
Union forces and revenues, and it will sweep all before it. 
It will at once change rejection and abuse to admiration and 
welcome. Just now the fiery desperation of those whose 
all is at stake would be of untold value. Were it fully 
aroused, it would settle the question almost without fighting. 
When the city is on fire and your own people are in danger 
of being burned up, don’t wait for the fire department to 
drag you into work, nor to suit you in all things, but do with 
thy might what thy hand findeth to do for their rescue. ° 
Wake up! Take hold! Pitch in! Carry news both 
ways. Watch outside the pickets. Let no surprise damage 
the Union cause again. Bega chance to fight. Cringe for 
it if need be. To every party that goes forth say, ‘‘ The 
‘dogs eat of the crumbs. LBloodhounds go betore- the 
Southern parties. Let us go before you. e will draw 
the irst fire. We are ready to die. We can’t surrender, 
and will do the rebels all the hurt we can. If insulted say, 
‘“‘Gentlemen, the Indians insult their braves, and count 
them nobody until they kill an enemy. Just watch us 
when we get half a chance.” Endure all with bold manli- 
ness and yet with patient warting. | » bet 
When you can find enough a// of whom are on fire, form 
a band of three hundred Spartans uuder some Leonidas, or 
a barley -loaf under a Gideon (Judges 7:18), and drill for 
action. Swear your wives and children to kill the coward 
that deserts his comrades. And when smoke clouds the 
battle field, and ammunition has done its work, and steel 
takes its turn, then beg the post of danger. Stripped to the 
waist, armed with.cleavers and shouting the battle cry, The 
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sword of the Lord and of Freedom, rush in to kill and to 
die. There are a few of you valiant souls who now stand in 
the Thermopyle ot the hopes of your people. Now, the 
dew on the fleece and the dew on the floor, and the quaking 
in the tents of Midian, say to each one of you, The hour of 
deliverance has come. ‘Go in this thy might, and thou 
shalt save thy people.” (Judges 6:14.) The pent-up fires 
of the people longing for an example; the opinion of the 
world looking on and waiting to give the verdict of admira- 
- tion and gratitude; the despair of traitors and the rekindled 
faith of Southern negroes and Northern patriots, and the 
approving smile of a sin-hating God, will immortalize the 
_ desperate valor of the first band of negroes who shall either 
conquer or die on a hard fought field. Their leaders’ 
names shall live in history, song and story, beside the 
patriot leaders of other times. 

Come, then, Gideon’s three hundred. Break the pitchers 
which hide the fires burning in your hearts. Hold up the 
light of an example which shall be the pillar of fire to lead 
your people to the land of freedom, plenty and religion. 
Sound the trumpet whose echo shall be the trumpet of jubi- 
lee, “to proclaim liberty throughout the land to all the 
inhabitants thereof.” Desperate fighting and exultant dying 
on the part of a few, the Gideons, the Tells and Wallaces of 
African liberty, may be the signal for another nation to 
come forth and enjoy all the privileges of humanity, all the 
blessings of religion. 7 

The call of Moses is for every ear that hears it at a proper 
time. Now, if ever, is such a time. 

‘Men and brethren, to you is the word of this,salvation 
sent.” Hvery leaf of God’s providence or word, when looked 
at on both sides, shows that he punishes bad men by the 
sword of better ones, and pays high wages for doing the work. 
He zs the Lord God of hosts. He is on one side or the other 
in this contest. Which side is he on? Jefferson said, “The 
Almighty has no attributes that can take sides with the 
slaveholder in such a contest.’ So say the voices of history 
and the Bible. The voice of innocent blood crieth unto 
him from the ground. He cometh to reckon with the 
oppressors. Rivers of blood flow past their doors, Robber 
hordes like frogs make the land a stench, sparing neither 
the bedchamber, nor the bed, nor the ovens, nor the knead- 
ing troughs. Lies, like swarms of flies, corrupt the land. 
Swarms ot lice fill all their camps. The pestilence, the 
blains, the small pox is in their very capital. Like thun- 


[8] 


der, fire and hail is the vomiting from the cannon’s mouth 
upon them. The beasts are consumed from off the face of 
the earth. Tax gatherers like locusts swarm over all the 
land, taking what the war hath left. The gloom of a thick 
darkness —a darkness. that may be felt —rests upon them. 
Every house is a house of mourning for the first-born lying 
dead, for the excellency of their strength consumed: Their 
noblest and bravest are gone, while the cowardly wretches 
who have made the trouble still live to continue it. They © 
harden their hearts and refuse to obey the voice of the 
Lord, so that you may be compelled to take far more than 
you dared ask, and that they may be drowned together in 
a Red Sea of their own gore. To-day this voice sounds in 
your ears, ‘Who is on the Lord’s side? Let him come 
unto me. Put every man his sword by his side; and go in 
and out and slay. Consecrate yourselves to-day to the 
Lord, that he may bestow upon you a blessing this day.” 
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